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To the kind attention of the
Competent National Authorities
of the Invited Countries to the
IV edition of the International
School of Cultural Heritage
programme

Object: Invitation to take part in the interdisciplinary training programme connecting
contemporary arts and archaeological museums in the Mediterranean region

INVITATION NOTE

On behalf of the Scuola nazionale del patrimonio e delle attivita culturali, | am delighted to invite
Your institution to join the forthcoming fourth edition of the International School of Cultural Heritage
programme, “Managing Contemporary Art Collections: from ancient to contemporary. Interdisciplinary
approaches for museum professionals from the Mediterranean and beyond”.

The Scuola nazionale del patrimonio e delle attivita culturali is an independent institution for
training, research and advanced studies in cultural heritage, established by the Italian Ministry of Culture.
Through its international programs it fosters collaboration and networking initiatives between Italian and
international heritage professionals, as well as institutional and scientific partnerships.

The management of cultural heritage today involves a growing number of complex challenges:
from preservation and risk prevention to sustainable tourism, community engagement, and the delicate
balance between economic development and conservation. These issues are familiar to museum
professionals across the Mediterranean region and Africa, who face them daily and bring valuable, context-
specific insights and strategies to the table.

Italy, too, is no exception in confronting these questions, and over the years has developed a range
of responses—practical solutions, institutional frameworks, and collaborative practices—that could offer
opportunities for professional exchanges with peer colleagues from the Mediterranean and African regions.
The sharing of knowledge, experiences and approaches among professionals in these regions is crucial to
a broader, more inclusive understanding of heritage management and promotion systems.

Since 2019, the Scuola nazionale del patrimonio e delle attivita culturali has been working with
cultural heritage professionals in the wider Mediterranean area through the International School of Cultural
Heritage (ISCH) programme, which, over the course of three editions, has involved 85 cultural heritage
professionals from 16 countries across North and East Africa, the Middle East, the Balkans, and Latin
America.

Placing at its core a commitment to interdisciplinary dialogue between archaeology and
contemporary art, as well as key heritage collections management issues, the fourth edition of the
programme, "Managing Contemporary Art Collections: from ancient to contemporary. Interdisciplinary
approaches for museum professionals from the Mediterranean and beyond ", is open to professionals from
Algeria, Angola, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique,
Republic of the Congo, Senegal, Tanzania and Tunisia.
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The programme is intended for professional with at least three years of experience as curators,
conservators, or museum professionals, employed in cultural institutions working with archaeological
heritage or contemporary art collections, both in the public and private sector (museum, gallery, cultural
centre) involved in the acquisition, exhibition, or management of collections. The selected candidates will
be involved in a training programme foreseeing both online sessions and in-presence activities, where the
selected professionals will be invited to Italy for a one-month residency in an Italian heritage institution.
Here they will engage in joint analysis of case studies, participate in institutional fieldworks, working closely
with their Italian peers. Each participant will focus on a case study from their home institution, exploring it
through comparative analysis and shared expertise with the hosting institution.

You may find an extensive description of the aims and the structure of the programme, as well as
the modalities for participation, in the attached documentations (Annex 1. Project Document, Annex 2.
Form A; Annex 3. Form B;).

The active involvement of the relevant national authorities from all participating countries in the
nomination process of participants is a key feature of the programme, ensuring that the initiative serves as
a concrete opportunity to strengthen collaborative relationships among institutions and experts in the
cultural sector from all countries involved.

As the programme foresees the participation of a maximum of two professionals per country, we
would be pleased to count on Your cooperation in providing a shortlist (up to five names) of professionals
who meet the requirements detailed in the Project Document, among which a maximum of two candidates
will be selected.

Participation in the programme is free of charge. The Scuola nazionale del patrimonio e delle
attivita culturali will cover the costs of travel, accommodation and meals for the in-presence residency in
Italy, as detailed in the project document. English will be the working language of the programme.

We sincerely hope You can find the programme of Your interest and we would be most pleased to
receive Your shortlist of proposed candidates.

Candidatures shall be presented by completing the attached forms (Forms A, B), to be sent to the
following address international@fondazionescuolapatrimonio.it by 25" of August 2025.

The Scuola nazionale del patrimonio e delle attivita culturali will be pleased to answer to any
requests of further clarification you may wish to ask, at the addresses mentioned in the project document.

With our warmest regards,

Extraordinary Commissioner
Scuola nazionale del patrimonio
e delle attivita culturali
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